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portion of the proposed development. My bill
would also extend this requirement to other
leases on which no substantial construction
has already begun.

In my view, it is only reasonable to require
a scientific review of this issue before con-
struction begins. Please support H.R. 4719.

————

A TRIBUTE TO COLLEAGUE, PIO-
NEER, AND DEAR FRIEND CON-
GRESSWOMAN JULIA CARSON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in reverence of the trailblazing life led by our
colleague, Congresswoman JULIA CARSON,
and to commemorate the myriad achieve-
ments attached to her name. She spent over
35 of her years—more than half of her life—
as a spirited public servant, pushing her mes-
sage of hope and equality in the Indiana legis-
lature, and subsequently, the halls of Con-
gress.

Her 1996 election from the Indianapolis dis-
trict marked a litany of historic firsts: the first
woman, the first African American from that
area to serve in the House, and up until her
passing, the only one in that delegation to fit
that profile. Hers was a unique—strong,
proud—voice, and the people of her district—
the people of America—were all the better for
it.

Known to all as “Miss Julia,” Congress-
woman CARSON was raised in modest condi-
tions and retained that modesty throughout.
She was born to a single mother, a house-
keeper, who instilled in her the core values
that impelled her to always agitate for justice.
Her convictions drove her to be a vehement
critic of the Iraq invasion of 2003, and her re-
spect for history led her to push for the confer-
ring of a congressional gold medal to civil
rights heroine Rosa Parks.

Representative CARSON, herself, was a her-
oine, and although her presence is infinitely
missed, her aspirations for this great Nation
will never leave us.

———

IN MEMORY OF CONGRESSWOMAN
JULIA CARSON

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | stand here
today to mourn the loss of a friend, and cele-
brate the life of a dedicated public servant and
exemplary American.

Congresswoman JULIA CARSON was a trail-
blazer and an inspiration to her colleagues
here in the House of Representatives.

Before beginning her political career, Con-
gresswoman CARSON raised two children as a
single, working mother.

She first ventured into politics in the 1960’s,
when she went to work for then-Congressman
Andrew Jacobs.

From then on she served as a State Rep-
resentative, State Senator, City Trustee, and
U.S. Representative.
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Throughout her distinguished career, Con-
gresswoman CARSON never forgot who she
was or where she came from.

She served as a constant advocate for
those in her community who had no voice.

Since first coming to Congress in 1999, |
have had the extreme privilege of working with
Congresswoman CARSON on a number of
issues.

In particular, we worked together to cham-
pion the cause of minority and socially dis-
advantaged farmers—who have traditionally
faced many discriminatory obstacles.

In all our work together, | was amazed by
her passion and her simple dedication to
doing the right thing.

Madam Speaker, Congresswoman CARSON
will be deeply missed by her family, friends,
constituents, and colleagues here in Con-
gress.

But her actions have left a bold legacy of
action that will continue in the lives of those
she has touched.

—

TRIBUTE TO LATE
CONGRESSWOMAN JULIA CARSON

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, it is with great sadness that
| recognize the life and passing of colleague
Congresswoman JULIA CARSON of Indiana’s
7th District. | have known this extraordinary
person for a long time. She was a woman of
principle who unabashedly championed the
issues in which she believed. Her constituents
and the Nation have lost a great legislator and
an outstanding leader.

Congresswoman CARSON made history in
1996 by becoming the first woman and the
first African-American Indianapolis has ever
sent to Congress. And she came to Congress
with one mission—to improve the lives of the
people of her community. Even as she rose to
a position of prominence in this body, she
never forgot the people she was sent here to
serve. She truly dedicated her career to
them—and for that, earned the respect and
gratitude of all Americans.

Since her days in the Indiana State Senate,
Congresswoman CARSON has been committed
to helping seniors live with independence and
dignity as they age. Throughout her career,
she has provided exceptional leadership and
devoted service to America’s senior citizens.

Congresswoman CARSON was also a strong
proponent of civil rights movement, scaling the
barriers imposed by poverty and sexism. She
was a leader in advocating for voting rights,
and worked diligently for the health and in-
come needs of people experiencing homeless-
ness and families at risk of homelessness. As
a member of the Committee on Financial
Services and the Committee on Transportation
& Infrastructure, Congresswoman Carson
worked to address the most pressing needs of
her constituents and this Nation.

In the 108th Congress, Congresswoman
CARSON was the sponsor of the largest Amtrak
reauthorization bill, the National Defense Rail
Act, which provided the rail passenger system
with over $40 billion in funds to develop high-
speed rail corridors and aid in the develop-
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ment of short distance corridors between larg-
er urban centers.

Madam Speaker, Indiana has lost a power-
ful legislator. The Nation has lost a great lead-
er. The Congress will mourn JuLIA CARSON for
her enormous intellectual ability and her huge
heart. | will miss an irreplaceable colleague
and friend.

And yet, | know that while her loss will be
deeply felt, the memory of her kindness and
the recollection of her good deeds will tran-
scend into future generations.

HONORING JANET MYERS

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Mrs.
Janet Myers on her retirement after decades
of dedicated service to her community.

Twenty four years ago, Janet Myers was
elected to the Penndel Borough Council in
Bucks County Pennsylvania. While on the
council, Mrs. Myers served her community on
the police, finance, building and maintenance
and streets committees. Her leadership and
activism after more than two dozen years will
be missed.

Fourteen years ago, Mrs. Myers was one of
the founders of the Penndel Activities Com-
mittee, which organizes a number of commu-
nity events each year. Some of the community
events include annual festivals, such as the
Holiday Tree Lighting Program on the first Sat-
urday in December, the Penndel Holiday
Decorating Contest, the Easter egg hunt, a
senior’s birthday dinner and the Halloween pa-
rade. Mrs. Myers shaped the Penndel commu-
nity with wonderful festivities every year and
continued to make an impact even after she
left the Activities Committee.

Madam Speaker, we are proud to have Mrs.
Myers as a leader in our community and with
her retirement, she leaves behind legacy that
many will try to follow. Her devotion, selfless-
ness, and commitment to the residents of
Penndel Borough in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania is unwavering. | ask my colleagues to
join me today in thanking Mrs. Myers for im-
proving the lives of so many and as we, in
Bucks County, wish her well for the future.

————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL BRINTON G.
MARSDEN

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of Colonel Brinton G.
Marsden. Colonel Brinton was born in Desoto,
Missouri to Cornelius “Roy” Marsden and
Hazel K. Marsden in July 1928. His father was
a WWI veteran, Sergeant First Class, USMC,
who fought in France. In 1939, Colonel
Marsden’s family moved to Los Angeles, CA
and settled in Westwood.

He attended the University of Southern Cali-
fornia (USC). During his studies there, he en-
rolled in the Air Force ROTC program, and
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